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A Message from Father Rick
Father Richard Demetrius Andrews

@SSPPGLEN

SS Peter & Paul

Greetings Brothers and Sisters:

CHRIST HAS ASCENDED! 
Congratulations to all our 
graduates who were recognized 
on Graduation Sunday May 
21st! High School: Alexa & 
Demitra Argeros, Anastasia 
Bazianos, Christophilis Blaseos, 
Jackson Danby, Benjamin 
Freidinger, Demetri Emmy 
Panagakis, Sofia Palmer, Maria 
Paradies, and Drew Stornello; 
College/University: Elias 
Anderson, Gemma Abbott, 
George Delis, Andrew Costas, 
Kyra LaMotte, Nicole Meimaris, 
Harilaos Panagakis, Niki 
Pappamichiel, and Tricia 
Paterakos. May God bless you 
as you seek His will. And may 
God strengthen and guide you to 
fulfill His will!

JUNE 2023 The Messenger

First in prominence among the 
Apostles, and teachers to the 

Universe, intercede to the Master of 
all for peace in the world and for our 

souls great mercy.

(Apolytikion of Apostles Peter and Paul )

   Thank you to all of our teachers 
and staff who worked hard all year 
to prepare and teach lessons to our 
children. Thanks especially to 
leadership team of Nick & Kery 
Obradovoich, and Elaine 
Carrozza. Church School 
Commencement/ Promotion 
Ceremony was Sunday May 21st. 
We recognized our students and 
staff and took photos of each class. 
   We are pleased to welcome 
Bishop Neofitos Kongai of Eldoret 
and Northern Kenya on Pentecost 
Sunday June 4th. Please join us 
that day to hear from this 
inspirational person and about his 
ministry. Mission Team Chicago 
will host a dinner fundraising event 
at SSPP the next day Monday June 
5th. Be prepared to offer tangible 
support to the Church in Kenya. 

Continued on page 4 & 5
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PARISH MINISTRIES

Agape Preschool: Julie Mantice, agape@ssppglenview.org
Acolytes: Tommy Mantice, acolytes@ssppglenview.org
Athletics: Chris Atsaves, athletics@ssppglenview.org
Bible Study: Dr. Helen Theodoropoulos

biblestudy@ssppglenview.org
Book & Icon Store: Tina O’Donnell

bookstore@ssppglenview.org
Building Matinence: John Varanas

john@varanas.com
Care for Creation: Susanne Chakos

careforcreation@ssppglenview.org
Catechism: Fr. Richard Andrews, catechism@ssppglenview.org
Chanters: Chris Atsaves, chanters@ssppglenview.org
Choir Director: Therese Speropoulos

choir@ssppglenview.org
Church School: Nick and Kery Obradovich, Elaine Carrozza

churchschool@ssppglenview.org
Coffee Connection: Dr. Helen Theodoropoulos,
Doreen DeSent, Toni Maragos, Anastasia Maragos

coffeeconnection@ssppglenview.org
Divorce Rebuilders: Maria Boyle

divorcerebuilders@ssppglenview.org
Dynamis Group: Joanne Trahanas, dynamis@ssppglenview.org
Georgia Photopulos Cancer Support Group:

Bud Photopulos and Phyllis Perivolidis
cancersupport@ssppglenview.org

GOYAlumni: Niki Pappamichiel, goyalumni@ssppglenview.org
Greek School: Stella Theoharopoulos,

greekschool@ssppglenview.org
Grief Support: Tracy Ronstadt, griefsupport@ssppglenview.org
Myrrhbearers: Anna Kallis, myrrhbearers@ssppglenview.org
Orthodox Couples Club: Trish and Marco Iannessa

occ@ssppglenview.org
Philoptochos: Julie Mantice, philoptochos@ssppglenview.org
Prison Outreach: Brad DeSent

prisonoutreach@ssppglenview.org
Prosphora: prosphora@ssppglenview.org
Readers: Sophia Lehocky, readers@ssppglenview.org
Saint Basil’s Philanthropy: Christy Gouletas

philanthropy@ssppglenview.org
Saint Stephen Men’s Group: Brad DeSent

mensgroup@ssppglenview.org
Stewardship: Julie Stefanski

stewardship@ssppglenview.org
Sunday Coffee Fellowship: office@ssppglenview.org
Ushers/Greeters: Bo LaMotte, ushers@ssppglenview.org
Welcome: Keith Anderson, Sylvia Creatura

welcome@ssppglenview.org
Young Adult League (YAL): Maria Mantice, Tommy Mantice

yal@ssppglenview.org

Please call the main office number and access Fr. Rick's voicemail. Leave a message stating your emergency. 
If you do not receive a call back within 15 minutes, please call again and leave a brief message.

For Emergencies Only:



Our Life Togeather
WELCOME!!

Welcome to Olivia Hurtgen Varo and baby Sophia 
Grace for their 40 Day Churching on May 21st! 
Congrats to them and husband/father Beniamin!

Welcome to the newly baptized and chrismated 
servant of God Constantine Melitas! 

Congratulations to sponsor/godparent Nouno John 
Tasiopoulos and parents Dino & Lucy!

Congratulations and Blessed Crowns to the 
newly married servants of God Alyssa 

Machinis and George Deamont on May 20th 
and sponsor/Koumbara Nikki Pavlick!

Welcome to the newly baptized and chrismated 
servant of God Jordan Gongorek on May 20th. 

Congratulations to his godparent/sponsor Nouna Nikki 
Giancola-Shenk and his parents Katie & Nick!

Blessed Crowns and congratulations 
to Lauren Tasiopoulos & James 
Broches who were united in the 

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on 
May 13th! Sponsor is Koumbaro is 

George Kalantzis.

Welcome to the newly baptized and chrismated servant of 
God Theodore Ryan on May 6th. Congrats to godparent 
Nouna Alexandra Zubay and parents Kristin and Kyle!

Welcome to the newly baptized and chrismated servant of God 
Grace Kathryn Martinson on April 29th. Congrats to her 

godparent Nouna Kathryn Mayworm and parents, Kim & Doug!



   Our new youth director! 
Steven Thell will begin around 
June 7 and is excited for the 
opportunity to minister to the 
young people of our 
community. Our youth 
programs advisory board will 
continue to be involved in 
guiding the youth program. 
We thank the parents and youth 
advisor volunteers who stepped 
up to help during this interim 
period. We plan to have the 
continue also because parent 
involvement and support is 
essential to any youth program.
   Metropolitan Nathanael’s 
Nameday is celebrated with 
Vespers on Saturday June 10 at 
Holy Trinity Church and with 
Liturgy at Annunciation 
Cathedral on Sunday June 11. 
We pray many more years of 
pastoral leadership rightly 
teaching the Word of Truth!
   Our second annual Animal/
Pet Blessing service has been 
rescheduled to Saturday June 
17th at 4:00pm. Please be sure 
your pet is leashed, caged or 
otherwise under control to 
make sure everyone (including 
the pets) are safe and happy. 
   On Father’s Day June 18 we 
also commemorated the Feast 
of All Saints. We thank all our 
fathers, grandfathers, 
godfathers and father-figures 
for all that you do for us!

Pastoral Message cont. 
This year the Apostles Fast 
occurs June 12-28 and our 
Parish Feast Day is of course 
on June 28-29. Please plan 
ahead to join us for Vespers on 
Tuesday evening and Divine 
Liturgy on Wednesday morning. 
   Fanari Camp- Week 1 takes 
place June 18-24 and Week 2 
June 25-July1. Subsequent 
sessions occur for the next three 
weeks thereafter.
   Does God take Summer 
vacation? No, and neither does 
our parish. We are open 
throughout the summer and 
Divine Liturgies are schedule 
for every Sunday and weekdays 
for major feasts and saints. 
Even though we do not have 
Church School classes, we 
should still come for Sunday 
Liturgy. 
If we are travelling for vacation, 
we should look for attend and 
Orthodox Christian Church 
nearby or on the way. Take a 
photo with you family inside or 
in front of the church and send 
to Fr. Rick if you’d like to share 
with the community. This is an 
excellent way to continue to 
center our life around God and 
to experience other parishes and 
styles of worship. 
   We are thankful that the 
Metropolis of Chicago has 
gifted us the services of 
Melpomene Murdakes who has 
met with our Stewardship 
Ministry team two 

times to work on our program. 
We look forward to sharing the 
insights we’ve gained and the 
new strategies we’ve learned. 
Some that I can share now are: 
shifting from a ministry-centric 
to a soul-centric model that 
places God and Church first; 
understanding and 
experiencing the Paradox of 
Generosity (a book title) which 
is based on shifting our hearts 
and minds to a mentality of 
abundance versus a scarcity 
Honoring the Past, Embracing 
the Present, and Preparing for 
the Future; creating a culture of 
philanthropy (informing, 
inviting, investing); 
appreciating, honoring and 
advancing the generosity of 
our benefactors.
   One book I’m reading now is 
titled “Money and Salvation: 
An Invitation to the Good 
Way” by Andrew Geleris. I 
recommend this most excellent 
book to everyone but 
especially to our stewardship 
team and parish council. Of the 
numerous remarkable quotes, 
we discussed this one: “In 
contrast to our extreme 
reluctance to discuss money in 
church, the Gospels record 
Jesus teaching far more 
frequently and intensely about 
the ‘unspiritual’ topic of 
finances than all the ‘spiritual’ 
topics that dominate our 
teaching.”



Pastoral Message cont. 
Think of it this way: if everyone 
gave $3.56 more per day, we would 
meet this goal. Now some can 
afford to give $10, 20 or 30 more 
per day. Our proportional giving 
must be generous and sacrificial, 
giving to God and His Church the 
first and best fruits of His gifts to 
us! This month of June activities 
include We will host the Fall of 
Constantinople Commemoration 
event (June 1); Pentecost and Bishop 
Neofitos visit (June 4); Feast Day of 
Holy Trinity Church in Chicago 
(June 4-5); Clergy Homiletics 
seminar (June 8); Animal/Pet 
Blessing service (June 17); Fanari 
Camp Week 1 (June 18-24) & Week 
2 (June 25-July1); Patronal Feast of 
Saints Peter & Paul--our parish feast 
day! (June 28-29); Feast Day of 
Holy Apostles Church in 
Westchester (June 29-30).

Our 2023 campaign season 
is winding down: “Giving 
Thanks: Eucharist 
Stewardship.” Giving is based on 
gratitude for what we have 
received. And there is no greater 
gift and no greater thanks than to 
receive the Body and Blood of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Our 
operational expenses in 2023 will 
be nearly $1.5M and with 
necessary capital projects our 
total is over $1.7M. With 
approximately 610 families we 
need an average stewardship of 
$2,824 per individual/couple/
family. Statistics show the 
average household income for the 
Northshore area is about $160K. 
So, that gives a gauge for being 
above or below the average. 
Some might say the hurdle is too 
high or the increase is too large. 

   Looking ahead into July – 
Fanari Week 3 (July 2-8), 
Independence Day Holiday (July 
4), Fanari Week 4 (July 9-15), 
Fanari Week 5 (July 16-22). 
 
He has Ascended in Glory!
+Fr. Rick



There’s No Place Like (Our Spiritual) Home
… another blessed Holy Week has come and gone.  And now we look forward to the social activities 
of summer; which start with the Junior Olympics at Saints Constantine and Helen (May 27th- May 
28th ) and ends with our annual Golf Outing fundraiser in October. It’s a festival of fellowship; with 
events and get-togethers for our Parish families, friends and relatives alike.

Fall of Constantinople: Saints Peter and Paul has the honor of hosting 
this years commemoration of the Fall of Constantinople Event on June 
1st 2023 at 7:00 pm. There will be a presentation by Dr. Alexandros 
Kyrou “Destruction, Enslavement and Survival: The First days After 
the Fall” R.S.V.P. at hellenicsocietyofconstantinople@comcast.net

Fanari Camp: For youth entering the 6th grade though youth entering 
the 12th grade, it is a camp program which engages youth in Orthodox 
Christian life studies as well as outdoor activities (boating, swimming, 
and summer competitive challenges).   Five separate weeklong sessions 
(Sunday through Saturday) are available: June18-24, June 25-July 1, 
July2-July 8, July 9-July 15 and July 16-July22. For further 
information, go to https://www.fanari.camp/summer-camp

The Orthodox Church in Kenya: Bishop Neofitos of Eldoret and 
Northern Kenya will be at SSPP Monday, June 5, 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm, 
to talk about the growth of Orthodoxy in Kenya. Proceeds from this 
event will benefit missionary efforts within His Grace's Diocese as well 
as the Orthodox Christian Mission Center's ongoing ministries. Tickets 
are $40 per person, $320 for a table of 8. R.S.V.P by May 31. To 
register or donate, go to: 

https://secure.ocmc.org/site/Ticketing?view=Tickets&id=101401 

Parish Council Update
from Parish Council President, Steve J. Koulogoerge

mailto:hellenicsocietyofconstantinople@comcast.net
https://www.fanari.camp/summer-camp


Parish Council Update cont.
from Parish Council President, Steve J. Koulogoerge

The Construction Zone

Our Construction schedule for 2023 continues to build up steam:

·       The first phase of the tuckpointing and masonry repair has been completed. The contractor is 
working on a phasing plan for the balance of the work.

·       The Church HVAC replacement project is in full swing. Anticipated completion date June 9.

·       The solar panel contractor is building out the electric room and will start delivering materials this 
week. Anticipate installation of the solar panels beginning at the end of June, when the panels get 
delivered.

Coming attractions: other projects, budgeted, paid for and scheduled for 2023:

·       Replacement of the two furnaces serving the areas under the gym (Budget $15K)

·       Installation of guard rails and ADA compliant handrails in the Latto Center. (Budget $40K)

·       Replacement of Atrium clerestory windows (Budget $30K)

·       Annual asphalt repairs (Budget $15K)

·       Concrete Sidewalk replacement in front of Church (Budget $50K)

Did you know?
·       That the Agenda for every Parish Council meeting leaves an open time slot (10-15 Minutes) at 
the beginning for “Parishioner Comments”.  While Parishioners are not allowed to attend Parish 
Council Meetings in their entirety, this is an open forum for questions, comments or presentations 
that can be put before the Parish Council from Stewards of the Parish, like yourself. 





Philoptochos

Please join us as we show our outgoing president, 

Julie Mantice, our gratitude and appreciation at a 

dinner in her honor on Thursday, June 15th Sunset 

Ridge Country Club. Please look for the reservation 

link in upcoming emails. Julie has served our board 

with much grace, guidance, and wisdom over the 

past four years. We are indebted to her and want to 

use this opportunity to show her our love and to 

gather together in fellowship and fun before summer 

kicks into full swing. 

REMINDER 

Just a reminder to return your “Blankets for Babies” to 

Fellowship Hall by June 30. We were happy to work with 

SSPP Youth Ministry in coordinating this project and we 

look forward to delivering the blankets to the University of 

Illinois Pediatrics Unit. Our thanks to everyone who 

supported us, either by making a blanket or contributing 

financially, in making this endeavor a success. For more 

information contact our chairperson, Tru Bazianos – 

trubazianos@gmail.com, or Julia Bazianos, SSPP Youth 

Ministry Chair – jbaz3b@gmail.com.

mailto:trubazianos@gmail.com
mailto:jbaz3b@gmail.com




Saint Steven’s Men’s Group

June Activities

Family Nature Walk
Saint Stephen Men’s Group family  nature walk took place on April 29 at the Kent Fuller Prairie at 
the Glen in Glenview.We were led by Tom Anton, our own Naturalist. Hope you can join us on our 
next walk in the fall.
 
 



Men’s Thursday Evening Fellowship at North Branch

On Thursday June 15th from 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM at North Branch. These 
bi-monthly fellowship events are meant to give us a chance to informally 

get together and make new connections. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLScCrZZvyU1YNXO5JaSYxoAPZ57nkfsRA5NVnEuzBkX5o_x-8w/viewform

Saint Steven’s Men’s Ministry

Any questions on Men’s Group activities and participation contact Brad DeSent and Zach Alukos at 
mensgroup@ssppglenview.org.

 
Faithfully meeting since 1994, Saint Stephen Men's Group brings stewards of the parish 

closer together through Orthodox Christian fellowship, and educational, social, and 
philanthropic ministries. More than an education, we are a community.

mailto:mensgroup@ssppglenive.org


Blood Drive, Bookstore and More!

Come to the Book and Icon Store

We are located at the base of the stairs, just 
outside of Fellowship Hall; and are open 
immediately following the Divine Liturgy 
every Sunday. Summer is the perfect time for 
reading and reflection, we've got reading 
materials for Orthodox Christians of all ages. 
Our icons are beautiful and would make great 
additions to any home. Stop in to say hello, we 
look forward to seeing you!

Youth Director - Mr. Steven Thell  

Mr. Steven Thell recently accepted the parish 
council’s offer to be- come our new full-time 
parish youth director. Steven will be arriving 
June 7th and will begin work on his first 
official day as youth director, Monday June 12th.



Blood Drive

We had another very successful blood drive on May 16th, we surpassed our goal and collected 28 
units. Special thanks to all the donors who gave their time and their blood and extra thanks to the 
volunteers to give their time to make sure we were well organized! Do you think we can hit or 
highest drive collection that was 39 units in 2020? Let us try to get 40 units on our next drive that 
will be held on December 5th. If you gave one unit, you can once again donate on July 
11th. Thanks to all and remember, it always feels good to give!

Blood Drive, Bookstore and More!



Commencement 2023

Congratulations to everyone that was honored at the 2023 Graduate Sunday 
and Commencement Ceremony on May 21st. And thank you to our educators 
for guiding our youth in the way of Christ. May God watch over each one of 

you as you embark on new journeys and continue your eduaction.



Graduate Sunday 2023

Commencement 2023



High School Graduates 2023



High School Graduates 2023

College and Post Grad Graduates 2023



College and Post Grad Graduates 2023





SSPP Supports IOCC!!!

Congratulations to Themis and Teddi Galanis on 
becoming fulfilled members of Leadership 100!

Community Updates



Greek School Graduation





Junior Olympics 2023

Opening Ceremony Gia Avdalas
in track

Trifon Adams
in track

Stavroula and Maria 
Konstantopoulos Ping Pong 

Champs
Nicholas Kiriklakis

Gold Medal in 1 mile run

Dean Alexis Relay Race

Age 7-9 Blue Team



Junior Olympics 2023

Daphne Christopoulos 
1 mile run

Kathryn 
Coutromanes 
Swimming

Alex Varsamis 
Swimming

Lia Mackris Swimming Bronze Medal

Age 16-18 Soccer Team

Age 7-9 White team 

Age 7-10 Blue 
Bball team 

Age 7-10 White 
Bball team 

Softball Team
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