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A Message from Father Rick
Father Richard Demetrius Andrews

Cont’d on Page 4

Greetings Brothers and Sisters:
   On October 26th our community 
celebrated its 65th Anniversary 
with a Gala. Over 300 people 
gathered at the Westin in Wheeling 
to share fellowship and memories 
including a slide show of photos 
and a 10 minute video. Special 
thanks to Steve & Phaedra 
Koulogeorge and the organizing 
committee for a super successful 
event that everyone enjoyed. Thank 
you to Metropolitan Nathanael for 
attending and participating and 
blessing us!
   I n e a r l y N o v e m b e r , t h e 
Metropolis of Chicago Clergy 
Laity Philoptochos Assembly was 
enjoyable and beneficial. It always 
edifying to see and catch up with 
priests and lay persons from around 
our five-state region. We always 
have important business to attend to 
including passing our two-year 
budget. This year we also approved 
funding for the St Iakovos Retreat 
Center and the purchase of a 
property in downtown Chicago for 
the new Metropol is Center . 
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I particularly enjoyed the speech by 
Dr Thomas Ranier who shared 
trends on religion and belief in 
America. Did you know that 
Generation Z (aka Gen Z) are 
making a big surge coming into 
churches? Dr. Ranier was also part 
of panel presentation regarding 
trends on Orthodox Christianity in 
America. Did you know Orthodoxy 
is the fastest growing Christian 
tradition in America? Clergy 
shortage and other challenges were 
discussed. 
   Also, this past month we 
remembered and thanked our 
veterans and first responders on 
Sunday Nov.9th. We are well into 
the Advent Fast (Nov.15-Dec.25) 
in preparation for the celebration of 
our Lord’s Nativity. I encourage all 
of us to abstain from meat and dairy 
products (fish is allowed except on 
Wednesdays and Fridays and after 
December 12th). Along with 
fasting, moral self-examination, 
repentance and confession are 
essential components of the season. 
The Sacrament of Holy Confession 
is available by appointment by 
contacting me. 

  Advent is the time when many 
clergy make visitations to 
e l d e r l y a n d h o m e b o u n d 
parishioners. Please let me 
know of any elderly and 
homebound members, or even 
former members, so I can make 
sure they are being taken care of 
spiritually. 
   Parish Council elections will 
take place on December 7th. We 
have 11 candidates and thus 
expect to fill all open seats and 
return the council to full strength 
in 2026. I would like to thank 
C h r i s A t s a v e s , S o p h i a 
C a s t l e b e r r y a n d J u l i e 
Savopoulos for their service on 
the parish council. They have 
chosen not to run for re-election, 
but we are very appreciative of 
their dedication, commitment 
and hard work on the parish 
council and in our community.
   Coming up in December is the 
annual Philopotochos Holiday 
Fair (Dec.6), Philoptochos 
Advent Brunch and Sanctuary 
Cleaning (Dec.13), Metropolis 
Holiday Open House (Dec.14), 
Hellenic 
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1401 Wagner Road Glenview, IL 60025
Phone: (847) 729-2235

Email: office@ssppglenview.org
Website: ssppglenview.org

Rev. Dr. Fr. Richard Demetrius Andrews,
Protopresbyter, frrick@ssppglenview.org

Rev. Fr. Peter Sarolas, Economos,
Associate Preist frpeter@ssppglenview.org

Rev. Dn. Theodore Saclarides, M.D.

Summer Sunday Hours: 
Matins 7:45am & Divine Liturgy 9am

Sunday & Weekly Services
Matins 8:15 am

Divine Liturgy 9:30 am
Church Office Hours:

Mon.-Thurs. 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm

Parish Administrator: Elea Bentley
parishadmin@ssppglenview.org

Administrative Assistant: Tina O’Donnell
office@sspplenview.org

Youth Director: Steven Thell
youthdirector@ssppglenview.org

Communications Coordinator: Amanda Sideris 
amanda@ssppglenview.org
Bookkeeper: Diane Bravos
diane@ssppglenview.org

2025 Parish Council:
President: Steve Koulogeorge

Vice President: Christy Gouletas
Secretary: Sophia Castleberry

Corresponding Secretary: Julie Savopoulos
Treasurer: Nick Colis

Assistant Treasurer: George Seletos
Vanessa Adinamis

Mary Alukos
Keith Anderson
Christ Atsaves

George Karagianis 
Angie Katsamakis 

John Mackris
Maryann Rasmussen

Tracy Ronstadt
Jim Santos

PARISH MINISTRIES
Agape Preschool: Julie Mantice, agape@ssppglenview.org
Acolytes: Steven Thell, acolytes@ssppglenview.org
Athletics: Steve Conway & Chris Batrich, athletics@ssppglenview.org
Bible Study: Dr. Helen Theodoropoulos, biblestudy@ssppglenview.org
Book & Icon Store: Tina O’Donnell, bookstore@ssppglenview.org
Building Maintenance: John Vranas, john@vranas.com
Care for Creation: John Kiriklakis, careforcreation@ssppglenview.org
Catechism: Fr. Richard Andrews, catechism@ssppglenview.org
Chanters: Chris Atsaves, chanters@ssppglenview.org
Choir Director: Therese Speropoulos

choir@ssppglenview.org
Church School: Nick and Kery Obradovich, Elaine Carrozza

churchschool@ssppglenview.org
Coffee Connection: Doreen DeSent,

coffeeconnection@ssppglenview.org
Divorce Rebuilders: Maria Boyle

divorcerebuilders@ssppglenview.org
Dynamis Group: Joanne Trahanas, dynamis@ssppglenview.org
Georgia Photopulos Cancer Support Group:

Bud Photopulos and Phyllis Perivolidis
cancersupport@ssppglenview.org

GOYAlumni: Marina Alexis, goyalumni@ssppglenview.org
Greek Dance: Anna Andrews, dance@ssppglenview.org
Greek School: Stella Theoharopoulos,

greekschool@ssppglenview.org
Grief Support: Tracy Ronstadt, griefsupport@ssppglenview.org
Myrrhbearers: Anna Kallis, myrrhbearers@ssppglenview.org
Orthodox Couples Club: parishadmin@ssppglenview.org
Philoptochos: Julie Anastos, philoptochos@ssppglenview.org
Prison Outreach: Brad DeSent

prisonoutreach@ssppglenview.org
Prosphora: Tracy Ronstadt, prosphora@ssppglenview.org
Readers: Sophia Castleberry, readers@ssppglenview.org
Saint Basil’s Philanthropy: Christy Gouletas

philanthropy@ssppglenview.org
Saint Stephen Men’s Group: Brad DeSent

mensgroup@ssppglenview.org
Stewardship: George Karagianis, stewardship@ssppglenview.org
Sunday Coffee Fellowship: Carolyn Kolbaba

fellowship@ssppglenview.org
Ushers/Greeters: Bo LaMotte, ushers@ssppglenview.org
Welcome: Keith Anderson,Sylvia Creatura, welcome@ssppglenview.org
Young Adult League (YAL): Maria Mantice, 

yal@ssppglenview.org

For Emergencies Only: Please call the main office number and access Fr. Rick's voicemail. Leave a message 
stating your emergency. If you do not receive a call back within 15 minutes, call again and leave a brief message.
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 Foundation Awards (Dec.11), 
St. Spyridon feastday with 
Agape students (Dec.12), St 
Dionysios Liturgy (Dec.17), 
Sanctuary Cleaning backup 
date (Dec.20), & Children’s 
Christmas Pageant (Dec.21), St 
Anastasia Feastday—her relics 
are in our holy altar table 
(Dec.22)
   Nativity Services – Tues. 
D e c . 2 4 t h R o y a l H o u r s 
9 - 1 1 a m - - w e e n c o u r a g e 
children to participate in the 
readings, Vesperal Divine 
Liturgy 5:00pm followed by 
the brief concert of carols by 
our choir; Wed. Dec.25th 
Orthros 8:30am and Divine 
Liturgy 9:30am. 
   In addition, we can preserve 
the spirit of the season through 
quiet contemplation. This is 
challenging with the holiday 
shopping season, holiday 
parties, and end of year 
deadlines. We should strive not 
to pre-celebrate Christmas. The 
Orthodox Church celebrates 
with the fast-free, joyful 
Twelve (12) Days of Christmas 
(December 25th to January 6th, 
for Theophany/Epiphany). 
Please be intentional about how 
and where we will spend our 
time and energy during Advent. 
   The month of December is 
a l s o o u r b i g g e s t f o r 
stewardship revenue. You 

 should receive a statement dated 
around Nov.30th that reflects your 
giving so far this year. For 2025, we 
still need to receive close to $300K 
by the end of the year to meet our 
stewardship goal. At this time, we 
ask three things: 1) if you made a 
stewardship pledge, be sure to 
fulfill it; 2) if you have not pledged, 
be sure to make a stewardship 
contribution; and 3) no matter if 
you pledged or did not, consider 
how God has blessed you and give 
generously even beyond your 
planned stewardship contributions. 
We appreciate monthly gifts. 
https://onrealm.org/ssppglenview/-/
form/give/now 
   We are also pleased to introduce 
our 2026 Archdiocese Stewardship 
Theme: “Rise Up and Build: 
Building Up the Body of Christ.” 
The words of the prophet Nehemiah 
to the Jewish people when he saw 
the crumbling walls of Jerusalem 
“Rise up and build” (Neh.2:19), 
apply to us today. We must 
continually rise up and build up the 
Body of Christ. We the people 
together form the Body of Christ—
to care out His ministry in our 
modern time. We are called to build 
up the walls of our parish temples, 
and at the same time, tear down the 
walls/barriers in and around our 
parish that prevent people from 
experience the love, mercy and 
forgiveness of Christ. We do this by 
building up our worship and 

 ministries. Receiving the Body of 
Christ in the Eucharist means little 
if we are not building up each other, 
carrying one another’s burdens and 
fulf i l l ing the law of Chris t 
(Galatians 6:2). 
   God’s guideline for giving is the 
tithe (10%). He gives us everything 
but only asks for ten percent in 
return. That’s a pretty good deal. 
With a total (operations & capital) 
annual parish budget of $2.2M we 
encourage everyone to strive 
towards tithing (10%) but suggest a 
minimum of five percent (5%) 
annual giving as we move into 
2026.
With Gratitude!
+Fr. Rick

OUR LIFE TOGETHER
Welcome our newest member to our

beautiful parish: Despina Damianides

DECEMBER  2025 SAINTS PETER & PAUL p.5

APC Clergy Retreat in. Naples 2025 group photo

Wedding - Elias Salloum & Rosa Rodriguez were united in the Sacrament 
of Holy Marriage on October 25th. Sponsor is Keith Mark Anderson. Kala 
Stefana! Blessed Crowns!

Congratulations to Theresa Shanley and Joel Peterson who were 
united in the Sacrament of Marriage! Sponsors were Koumbaroi 
Billy and Mia Papadopoulos.

https://onrealm.org/ssppglenview/-/form/give/now
https://onrealm.org/ssppglenview/-/form/give/now
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SSPP 65th Anniversary

AGAPE Trunk or Treat

Veteran Sunday at SSPP yesterday--thank you for your service to our country! Navy- Ensign Constantine Gus Mazarakis, George 
Haggis; the Army- Colonel George Burbules, Major Danielle Pappas, Captains Louis & Melissa Pappamichiel, 1st Lieutenant Nicholas 
Carras, John Bausch, Sergeant George Karas, Specialists Nicholas Mechales & Carl Mitsakopoulos, Socrates Bud Photopulos, Private 
George L Economos, James Spiropoulos; and Marines- Chris Katsikas.

Welcome to the newly baptized and chrismated servant of God 
Beau-John! Congratulations to godparent Nouna Alexa Steil and 
parents Nolan & Megan Hanson!
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ANNIVERSARY GALA

Just wanted to give a final spotlight to all those that came out to our Saints Peter and Paul’s 65th Anniversary Gala.  
Thank you to all those in attendance (319 people, in total), as well as those who took a page, a half page, or a 
quarter page as Sponsors to our event (57 total).  And, let’s not forget, all of those working behind the scenes to 
coordinate with the committee and the venue so that everything and every person would be ready at “go” time. All 
in all,… the food was great, the Band was awesome and while we could have danced all night, we unfortunately 
had a 10:00pm curfew….. KUDOS to one and all!!!

“The Saints Peter and Paul, Parish Council “Gang”.…  “Past, Present and Future”

…. And coming on the tail of a most successful Greek Summer Festival, SSPP once again shows the value and 
importance of everyone working together, towards making the night a reality.  These events strengthen us; as active 
participants in search of obtaining a common goal… and promotes the value that each of us brings to the table as 
part of the team. Our efforts have paid off: we were not only able to host a major event in honor of our Parish history, 
but also were able to make a good profit as well.  Any excess made on the 65th Anniversary event will go back into 
Saints Peter and Paul, for any renovation and/or maintenance project that might be needing an extra boost. It’s 
been a crazy year, with many “ups” and “downs”. But all efforts have not been wasted;  we have  learned from our 
stumbles and know we can count on each other, if any one of us is to falter.  We look forward to a warm and joyous 
holiday season and a bright and prosperous 2026!!!!

In Christ, 
Steve J. Koulogeorge and Phaedra Koulogeorge (Saints Peter and Paul – 65th Anniversary Co-Chairs)

CHURCH CLEANING
DECEMBER  2025 SAINTS PETER & PAUL
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One of my favorite Christmas 
movies of all time is……“It’s A Wonderful 
Life.” An angel named Clarence is sent 
from Heaven to help a desperately 
frustrated businessman, George Bailey, by 
showing him what life would have been like 
if he had never existed. For a movie made 
around 1945 (give and take a few years) it 
is considered one of the classics of that 
era. 

I remember growing up around the 
Christmas Season you were able to see 
“It’s A Wonderful Life” on almost every 
television channel. It was a time that I knew 
if I missed it on one TV channel that I would 
be able to watch it on another TV channel. I 
just loved watching this movie. Nowadays 
you can only watch it once or twice unless 
you own it on Beta/VHS and/or DVD or 
some kind of streaming service.

Some of us can relate to George 
Bailey’s character where he gives up his 
dreams to help out. George was also a 
patriot who would have enlisted in the war 
but due to a bad ear/hearing loss in one of 
his ears, he was not able to. Newly married 
to his wife Mary, George with the 
assistance of his bride gave their 
honeymoon money to the people that held 
accounts at the Bailey Bank also referred to 
in the movie as the “Old Building and 
Loans Bank/Building”. The list goes on and 
on. George watched his baby brother 
Harry, whose life he saved when they were 
kids, become a decorated war hero (Medal 
of Honor) not to mention the kids in the 
neighborhood that made something of their 
lives. Poor George was stuck in Bedford 
Falls. I believe that George’s motto was that 
he wanted to lasso the moon. In fact, there 
was a framed picture or a needle/stitched 
on a canvas with a lasso around the moon. 
            Almost every movie has a villain. 
Mr. Potter played that part very well in my 
opinion. He was ruthless. He did not do the 
honest thing when George’s Uncle Billy 
accidentally leaves eight thousand dollars 
rolled up in a newspaper. Uncle Billy was 

PASTORAL MESSAGE
FROM FATHER PETER

A Message from Father Peter
“It’s A Wonderful Life”:

showing off his nephew Harry (George’s 
brother) who made the front page of the 
Bedford Falls Newspaper.  Harry was a 
hero in the war and that is why he made the 
front page of the newspaper that Uncle 
Billy was showing off. Mr. Potter could have 
(key word could have) notified George 
Bailey and/or Uncle Billy about the lost/
misplaced money, but he did not. Instead, 
greed got the best of him. Mr. Potter 
wanted to see the competition fall and a 
scandal to put the Bailey Bank out of 
business for good. Not only did Mr. Potter 
want to put the Bailey bank out of business 
he also wanted to tarnish the reputation of 
good old George Bailey who did everything 
that he could for the people of Bedford 
Falls.
            We see in the end that all is 
restored and then some. Clarence, the 
angel, got his wings. George Bailey 
received the recognition that was very long 
overdue. You see, we all need to have that 
George Bailey spirit in us especially during 
the Christmas holiday/season. We need to 
think of others who are less fortunate than 
we are – a true Christian value indeed. 
George is that individual that had 
everything under his nose, but he could not 
see what he had. In our lives, we too get 
lost in our careers, family life, etc., the one 
thing we must always have in our minds is 
that without our faith in Jesus, we have 
nothing. Jesus is the reason for the season 
as the saying goes. It is the word becoming 
flesh – meaning Jesus being born of a 
Virgin. We have a great deal to be thankful 
for.
            Let us give thanks as well as count 
our blessings for everything. It is truly a 
wonderfu l l i fe indeed! Wi th God’s 
blessings, I look forward to watching “It’s A 
Wonderful Life” with my family as this has 
become a family tradition for many years 
now and hopefully to come.
From my family to yours, have a Merry 
Christmas and a Blessed 2026.
In His Service

+Fr. Peter
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YOUTH GROUP UPDATE
HELLO SAINTS
PETER AND PAUL
I h o p e e v e r y o n e h a d a h a p p y 
Thanksgiving! A variety show came in for our 
Faith, Love & Joy kids. They got to 
participate in juggling, balancing, and a fun 
show. The parents stayed for a wine and 
cheese night and a social gathering for 
themselves. We will continue to host adult 
social events during Faith, Love & Joy. 
Looking ahead, we will have our family 
gingerbread house decorating night on 
December 11th. 

We had our fall retreat in November. This 
was held at the Saint Iakovos Retreat Center. 
This was for both the junior and senior 
GOYAns from Friday through Sunday. We 
had 30 kids from our parish participate. At 
the retreat, we learned about the creation 
story, looked at a creation icon, among 
many other activities like a night hike, lots of 
games, and competing in the bozno bowl. 
We had a special visit from His Eminence 
Metropolitan Nathanael, who came to talk 
with our group and play some volleyball with 
us. This was a fun weekend, and I am 
already looking forward to the next retreat. 

Looking ahead, Project Mexico is scheduled 
for the upcoming summer of 2026. This 
initiative provides an incredible opportunity 
for kids to put their faith into action. 
Participating in humanitarian efforts not only 
reflects the principles of charity and 
compassion but also allows us to make a 
tangible impact on the lives of others, 
contributing to spiritual growth. As it says in 
Hebrews 13:16, "Don’t forget to do good and 
to share what you have, because God is 
pleased with these kinds of sacrifices." 

As we enter into the Christmas season, I just 
want to wish all the youth a joyful Christmas 
season and happy holidays. Be on the 
lookout for our December Christmas youth 
events.

Thanks! 
Steven Thell - Youth Director

FLJ watching a performer in the gym 11/07/25

Metropolitan Nathanael talking with our kids 11/15/25

Our youth at the retreat center 11/15/25
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BOOK STORE AND MORE
BOOK AND ICON STORE
Looking for something to inspire your faith journey? Stop by our  Book & Icon 
Store and discover a beautiful selection of: Spiritual and devotional books, Lives of 
the Saints & Scripture resources, Traditional icons for home prayer corners, Gifts for 
baptisms, weddings, and special occasions AND Seasonal items to enrich your 
worship Every purchase supports our parish ministry. Open every Sunday 
immediately following Divine Liturgy—come browse, reflect, and take home 
something uplifting! Nourish your faith. Bless your home. Support your church.

PHILANTHROPY COMMITTEE
The Philanthropy committee had a busy and fulfilling fall. We 
had the opportunity to serve dinner to the children and 
tutors of Glenview Youth Services, we served sack lunches 
to our friends in Evanston, and finished our fun with saving a 
few warm meal to our friends in Evanston!!! We are blessed 
to be able to help others. Thank you to our donors and those 
who prepared and served our meals.  Our opportunity is 
January 30th when we will once again hand out sack 
lunches. If you’d like to join our committee, please email 
Christy Gouletas to get on our list. Cgouletas@hotmail.com

WINTER BLOOD DRIVE
Please mark your calendar and join us for our Winter Blood 
Drive on Tuesday, December 9th from 2:30-7pm. Our recent 
collections have been low, and we’re hoping to rally the 
community and collect as many units as possible in December. 
I f you ’ re able , your donat ion would make a rea l 
difference. Interested in donating? Contact Christy 
at cgouletas@hotmail.com or sign up via Vitalant — search for 
our drive by the date 12/9. Thank you for stepping up!

📚☕

COFFEE CONNECTION
Please join us for our December Coffee Connection session on December 14th  in the 
youth room.  Our theme year is “The Creed: Why Does it Still Matter 1700 years Later?” We 
will discuss how Jesus “became Man and was Truly Human” by asking the questions: What 
does it mean to be a Human Being? How can we draw from Christ  becoming human to 
prepare for the true meaning of Christmas?

mailto:Cgouletas@hotmail.com
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/018a9619-06d4-4a35-97c8-ed063bc44720#
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PHILOPTOCHOS
LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT

PHILOPTOCHOS
JOIN US @ THESE UPCOMING EVENTS!
Holiday Faire, Dec 6th (11am – 5pm)

We have a lot in store for you, including a cooking demonstration, 
Greek dancing, a visit from Santa, holiday entertainment, new bakery 
items! There are still a lot of opportunities to volunteer. Contact Kris 
Tsitsis at kristsitsis@sbcglobal.net or  847-366-5243. 

Holiday Faire Hours:
11am– 5pm
Lunch: 11:00am – 2:30pm Carry Out Meals: 2:30pm - 5pm

As we enter this blessed Christmas season, a time filled 
with anticipation, joy, and gratitude, Philoptochos is 
delighted to invite our entire Saints Peter and Paul 
community to join us for two of our most cherished 
December traditions.
On Saturday, December 6, we will host our 65th annual 
Holiday Faire, a festive day of fellowship, shopping, 
homemade treats, and seasonal cheer. A portion of the 
proceeds from the Faire will support two extraordinary 
organizations:

• Camp SOAR (Special Outdoor Adaptive Recreation): A 
life-changing overnight camp that serves children with 
developmental and intellectual disabilities. 

• K9s for Veterans: A nonprofit that pairs veterans living 
with PTSD with highly trained service dogs to help them 
heal.

Your participation in the Holiday Faire directly helps us 
support these meaningful programs that bring hope, joy, 
and dignity to those they serve.
The following Saturday, December 13, we warmly invite 
you to the 5th annual Philoptochos Advent Brunch.
This beautiful morning of fellowship and reflection is also 
an opportunity to give generously: we will be collecting 
non-perishable items for H.O.P.E., which will be 
distributed to a local food pantry to assist families during 
the holiday season. This year, Philoptochos is also 
honored to help make Christmas brighter for the boys at 
Lawrence Hall. We will spend time with them preparing a 
special brunch and distributing Christmas gifts—sharing 
love, kindness, and the true spirit of the season with young 
people who need it most. As we celebrate the Nativity of 
our Lord, may our hearts be filled with hope, peace, and 
gratitude for the many blessings God has bestowed upon 
our parish and our community. On behalf of Philoptochos, 
I wish you and your families a joyful and very blessed 
Christmas season.

With love in Christ,
Julie Anastos (Philoptochos President)

Advent Brunch, Saturday Dec 13th 
This joyous event begins at 11am at Sunset Ridge. Tickets are $70. For 
more information, please contact Julie Anastos at julieanastos@mac.com. 

Take a break from the busy season to cherish friendship and 
fellowship at the Advent Brunch!

Lawrence Hall
– Halloween Party Oct ‘25

Kris Tsitsis and Julie Mantice at our Halloween party for 9 boys 
who live at Lawrence Hall, complete with games, pumpkin 
decorating, and plenty of great food! We will also be hosting a 
Christmas Party for these boys on Dec 18th from 4:30 – 6:30. 
Contact Kris Tsitsis at kristsitsis@sbcglobal.net for more 
information. 

Project Hope – Nov ‘25 

DECEMBER  2025 SAINTS PETER & PAUL p.16 SAINTS PETER & PAUL p.17DECEMBER 2025

Mix, mingle, and stock up on your favorite Christmas goodies at the Faire!

Philoptochos Sunday – Nov ‘25

November 2 was Philoptochos Sunday and Fr. Rick recognized 
our service organization on the altar, honoring our dedication 
and service. After Liturgy, we were happy to host coffee hour for 
our parish. Beautiful ladies Annette Vranas, Diane
Papadakis-Economy, and Tina Riemer are pictured. 

A heartfelt thank you to our generous parishioners for donating shelf-stable 
food for our Community Food Drive. We hit a record this year, donating over 
190 bags! Many thanks to our volunteers, including Youth Ministry, who came 
to assemble the 190 bags. 

 Blankets for Babies – Nov ‘25

General Meeting and Decluttering Presentation – Nov ‘25 

On November 18th, the Philoptochos
audience was captivated by the topic
of effective decluttering – a New Year’s
Resolution for certain! 

Tru Bazianos received a call this that the children of UIC Health 
Pediatric Unit needed additional blankets. The Philoptochos quickly 
sent 115 blankets to these children in need. We received these heart-
warming pics of appreciation. Don’t miss our next opportunity to help 
these beautiful children. The next Blankets for Babies event will be 
held on January 17th at SSPP from 10am – 2pm.  

Chair of the event Annette Vranas (left) 
with speaker Anna Gliemi (middle) and 
President Julie Anastos (right). Thank 
you, Annette, for chairing this event!

PREVIOUS EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

mailto:kristsitsis@sbcglobal.net
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PHILOPTOCHOS
CHARITY SPOTLIGHT

SAVE THE DATES!

This month, we are highlighting the two charities who will 
receive proceeds from our December 6th Holiday Faire fundraiser. 

Sat, Dec 6 – Holiday Faire
Sat, Dec 13 – Advent Brunch @ Sunset Ridge Country Club in Northfield, IL
Sun, Dec 14 – The Metropolis of Chicago Christmas Open House in Lombard, IL
Thurs, Jan 8 – Metropolis Wide Vasilopita @ St. Andrew, Chicago
Sun, Jan 11 – SSPP Vasilopita Sunday
Tues, Jan 13 – General Meeting & Program, Sustainability in Fashion @ 6pm
Wed, Jan 17 –Metropolis Philoptochos “Blankets for Babies” hosted by  SSPP 10am – 2pm
Sat, Jan 31 – AGAPE Glendi Fundraiser @ Concorde Banquets in Kildeer, IL
Sun, Feb 1 – Philoptochos Go Red Sunday
 
*Unless otherwise specified, events will take place at SSPP

K9s For Veterans – Plainfield, IL
K9s For Veterans pairs rescue dogs with 
military veterans, creating life-changing 
bonds that support emotional healing, 
companionship, and renewed 
independence. 
 
Camp SOAR– Charlotte, NC 
Camp SOAR offers children and adults 
with disabilities a joyful, inclusive camp 
experience. Through adaptive activities, 
supportive staff, and a spirit of 
belonging, Camp SOAR empowers 
participants to grow, and shine.
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