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A Message from Father Rick
Father Richard Demetrius Andrews
Christ is Risen!
   I would like to take a moment to 
remember our recently reposed in the 
Lord brother clergy Bishop Timothy 
Bakakos of Hexamillion, Fr. Joseph 
Tzougros, Fr. Anthony Tzortzis and Fr. 
John Ketchum—who fell asleep on Holy 
Thursday. May the Lord God remember 
their priesthood in His Kingdom forever.
   We also wish and pray ‘Axios!’ for our 
newly ordained Bishop Dionysios 
Anagnostopoulos of Zenopolis, who will 
continue serving the Metropolis of 
Chicago as our chancellor.
   On Palm Sunday, in the presence of 
over 800 people, we recognized Deacon 
Theodore Saclarides decades of service to 
our parish including ten years as an 
ordained deacon. We pray many years and 
good heal th to Deacon Ted and 
Diakonissa Sonia in their retirement! We 
thank the Philoptochos for hosting our 
second annual Palm Sunday Fish 
Luncheon that same day.
   We also must thank the numerous 
volunteers who helped make Holy Week 
beautiful and special again this year. The 
flowers, decorations, eggs, palm folding, 
bay branches/leaves, chanters, choir, 
usher/greeters, and especially Adam 
Peterson and Alvaro Lima who organized 
and cooked the Pascha Lamb Dinner. We 
a lso recognize the s t rong youth 
participation through the acolytes, 
myrrhbearers, readers and youth choir on 
Holy Saturday.
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   Graduation Sunday for high school 
seniors will be May 3rd. Please send 
your graduate’s name, parents’ names, 
s c h o o l , d e g r e e , s i g n i f i c a n t 
accomplishments and future plans asap.
   The annual International Orthodox 
Christian Charities (IOCC) Chicago 
banquet will be Thursday May 7th at 
the Empress Banquets in Addison. For 
more info and to purchase tickets, 
contact national board member Kim 
Adams-Angelos or Patty Damisch. This 
is great way to support the continuing 
relief efforts around the world, as well 
as the US Frontline Chaplains, Action 
Teams and HomeFront programs.
   Blessed Mother’s Day on May 10th to 
a l l our mothers , grandmothers , 
godmothers and mother figures. Thanks 
for all that you have done and still do 
for us. We remember also the greatest 
mother of all, the Panagia Virgin Mary 
Theotokos!
   We will also celebrate our Church 
School Promotion Ceremony on 
Sunday May 17th. We will recognize 
our students and staff and take photos of 
each class. 
   The end (Apodosis) of the Paschal 
season will be marked with Liturgy on 
Wednesday May 20th. This is the last 
day we sing Christos Anesti…Christ is 
Risen… Our sister parish of Ascension 
in Lincolnshire celebrates their parish 
feast day that evening and the following 
morning. We will have Liturgy here at 

SSPP on Thursday morning May 21st – 
also the feast of Saints Constantine and 
Helen.
   Junior Olympics will take place at the 
end of the month (May 22-24). There 
are numerous sports and competitive 
activities for kids of many different age 
groups to participate. Please contact 
athletic co-directors Steve Conway and 
Chris Batrich for more info.
   Our second annual Animal/Pet 
Blessing service has been rescheduled 
to Saturday May 30th at 4pm. Please be 
sure your pet is leashed, caged or 
otherwise under control to make sure 
everyone (including the pets) is safe and 
happy.
   The national Memorial Day holiday 
on May 25th is set aside to remember 
our fallen service members who fought 
in foreign wars. Occurring on the last 
Monday of May each year, our parish 
conducts a memorial service at the 
Greek section in Memorial Park 
Cemetery in Skokie at 10am Monday 
morning. Please join together in prayer 
and support for one another that day.
   College/University Graduation 
Sunday is June 7th. Please send your 
graduate’s name, parents’ names, 
s c h o o l , d e g r e e , s i g n i f i c a n t 
accomplishments and future plans to the 
office no later than June 1st.
   Our Agape Academy director, Julie 
Mantice, announced recently her 
intention to retire after the completion 
of the 2026-2027 school year (e.g. June 
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PASTORAL MESSAGE PASTORAL MESSAGE
FROM FATHER PETER

A Message from Father Peter

Jumping for Joy!
Χριστός Aνέστη! Aληθῶς Aνέστη! Christ Is Risen! 
Truly He Is Risen! Christos voskrese! Voistinu 
voskrese! ¡Cristo ha resucitado! ¡Enverdad ha 
resucitado!  al-Masīḥ qām! Ḥaqqan qām! Hristos a 
înviat! Adevărat a înviat!   Harisutos Fukkatsu! Jitsu ni 
Fukkatsu!  Kristo amefufukka! Kweli amefufukka!

On April 12th, we celebrated the Resurrection of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  As I am fairly 
new to Saints Peter and Paul, I wanted to share 
with you that my favorite church service/services 
are Great and Holy Week leading into Pascha.  As 
a young child who served in the altar as an altar 
boy at Saint Basil Church in Chicago, I was able to 
learn a great deal from my parish priest who is also 
my spiritual father.  Fr. Chris Kerhulas would make 
the church look so beautiful with all of the icons 
decorated with beautiful flowers. He would 
decorate the “ikonostaio” (Icon screen) with 
different kinds of palm branches and bay leaves.  
The  bier (kouvouklion) would be decorated with 
gorgeous flowers.  I was truly blessed with some 
great memories of Great and Holy Week as well as 
Pacha/Easter.

This is something that I have in common with my 
children.  I remember the excitement in our three 
sons, especially during the Great and Holy 
Saturday morning service.   I must confess 
this…….it is one of my favorite church services of 
Great and Holy Week.  During Great and Holy 
Saturday Morning Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. 
Basil the Great, while the clergy  exclaim/announce 
“Ανάσ τα , ο Θεός , κρ ί ν ο ν τ ή ν γ ή ν , ό τ ι 
σ ύ κ α τ α κ λ η ρ ο ν ο μ ή σ ε ι ς ε ν π ά σ ι τ ο ί ς 
έθνεσι……..Arise, O God; judge the earth, for You 
shall inherit all the Gentiles.”…….., I have this fond 
memory of seeing our children. Our first born was 
about eight years old jumping up and down 
clenching his fists with pure excitement as the 
church was being adorned with shredded flowers 
(carnations, rose petals, and bay leaves just to 
name a few flowers). I also remember when our 
middle son was  about five years old, he literally 
collected about three (normal size) pews of the 
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flowers that were on the church floor, and 
he proceeded to put the flowers in his zip 
lock baggie. I remember seeing our 
youngest son with the biggest smile on his 
face as he walked around the whole 
church picking up flowers for his baggie.   
The tradition with my family is that they 
would take their little zip lock baggies and 
pick up the flowers that were on the 
church floor, and with a huge smile on 
their face they would fill up their little zip 
lock baggies. They would make sure that 
they had collected enough for their 
siblings just in case they did not collect 
enough for themselves. Talk about looking 
out for each other!  They brought the 
flowers home to give blessings to our 
household, and the flowers serve as a 
reminder of our Risen Lord.  
 
To see the pure excitement in my kids 
made me feel this unique joy and 
excitement that is hard to express and put 
into words.  I never had a chance as a kid 
growing up in church to witness the 
services of Holy Week like my kids have.  
The look on their faces was priceless 
during the Holy Saturday morning service. 
  For me, this just brings me joy and 
excitement that they truly feel and 
experience our beautiful Holy Saturday 
service.

For me as a priest and a parent I get to 
see our three sons in a different light.  It 
brings me great joy to see them embrace 
the church services like they have. Now 
that our oldest is living on the campus of 
DePaul we hear him tell us how he will be 
navigating classes and the Holy Week 
Services, as well as how he will be coming 
home Holy Saturday afternoon.  Likewise, 
how our middle son and youngest are 
expressing to us the days that they would 
like to come to church for the Holy Week 
Services. I am grateful to have embedded 
the love of these services in my children 
as they are in my heart.

In a way, I was jumping for joy inwards as 
they were showing it outwards.  Great and 
Holy Week is truly a unique experience for 
all of us to take part in – if we only allow 
ourselves to witness it with joy and 

excitement. I pray that your future 
experiences during Great and Holy 
Pascha give you and your family that jump 
for joy to help you do His Will and to live a 
Christian lifestyle. May our Risen Lord and 
Savior as well as our patron saints, Peter 
and Paul, Chief of  the Apostles continue 
to guide us and protect us all.

Χριστός Aνέστη! Aληθῶς Aνέστη! Christ Is 
Risen! Truly He Is Risen! Christos voskrese! 
Voistinu voskrese! ¡Cristo ha resucitado! 
¡Enverdad ha resucitado!  al-Masīḥ qām! 
Ḥaqqan qām! Hristos a înviat! Adevărat a 
înviat!   Harisutos Fukkatsu! Jitsu ni 
Fukkatsu!   Kristo amefufukka! Kweli 
amefufukka!

Fr. Peter Sarolas, Economos

1, 2027). We appreciate Julie giving us ample 
advance notice so that we can begin succession 
planning. The parish council and Agape board 
will begin discussing a succession strategy 
asap. 
   Our Church Sunday School directors, 
Elaine Carrozza, Nick & Kery Obradovich 
recently announce their intention to step back 
from their duties effective at the end of this 
school year (June 1, 2026). We are currently 
looking for their successors. If anyone is 
interested in applying, please contact them or 
Fr. Rick asap.
   Our 2026 Archdiocese Stewardship Theme: 
“Rise Up and Build: Building Up the Body of 
Christ.” The words of the prophet Nehemiah to 
the Jewish people when he saw the crumbling 
walls of Jerusalem “Rise up and build” 
(Neh.2:19), apply to us today. We must 
continually rise up and build up the Body of 
Christ. We the people together form the Body 
of Christ—to care out His ministry in our 
modern time. We are called to build up the 
walls of our parish temples, and at the same 
time, tear down the walls/barriers in and 
around our parish that prevent people from 
experience the love, mercy and forgiveness of 
Christ. We do this by building up our worship 
and ministries. Receiving the Body of Christ in 
the Eucharist means little if we are not building 
up each other, carrying one another’s burdens 
and fulfilling the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2). 
   God’s guideline for giving is the tithe (10%). 
He gives us everything but only asks for ten 
percent in return. That’s a pretty good deal. 
With a total (operations & capital) annual 
parish budget of $2.2M we encourage 
everyone to strive towards tithing (10%) but 
suggest a minimum of five percent (5%) 
annual giving as we move into 2026. We 
appreciate monthly gifts. https://onrealm.org/
ssppglenview/-/form/give/now
 
Truly He is Risen!
+Fr. Rick
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YOUTH GROUP
Christos Anesti! Christ is Risen!
I hope you had a blessed Holy Week and Pascha. Our youth 
group was very active throughout the week, and it was a joy 
to see so many of our kids involved. Holy Week is often the 
time of year when we see increased participation, and it was 
encouraging to witness such a strong presence from our 
youth and families.

We had a great turnout for our Palm Folding Night, folding 
over 1,000 palms together as a parish. On Lazarus Saturday, 
many of our youth help clean the church for Holy Week. 
Throughout the week, our acolytes and Myrrhbearers 
faithfully served in the altar and participated in readings.

On Holy Friday, we hosted a youth retreat with a variety of 
meaningful activities. The kids helped decorate the 
Kouvouklion, strip bay leaves, and rotate through stations 
focused on Holy Week. Thank you to all the volunteers who 
made the day run smoothly, and a special thank you to our 
Junior GOYAns who helped lead the stations. Later that 
evening, our Senior GOYAns gathered in the youth room 
after the Lamentations service and ate some french fries. We 
concluded our Paschal celebration with our annual egg hunt.

It’s moments like these that really show how alive our parish 
is—especially through our youth. But just as Holy Week and 
Pascha come to a close, we are reminded that the life of the 
Church and the youth program continue beyond these days.

Pascha comes with so much joy—full churches, bright 
candles, and the sound of Christ is Risen echoing 
everywhere. And then, life slowly returns to normal. But 
Pascha was never meant to be just a moment—it’s 
something we are called to carry with us.

Saint Seraphim of Sarov reminds us, “Acquire the Spirit of 
peace, and thousands around you will be saved.” The light 
and peace we experience during Pascha are meant to take 
root in our hearts and continue in our daily lives.

This is especially important for our youth. Kids are shaped 
not only by what they hear, but by what they see—how we 
live, how we respond, and how we stay connected to Christ 
even when life gets busy.

After Pascha, it’s easy to drift. But this is where the real work 
begins. The spirit of the Resurrection is kept alive in small, 
everyday choices—showing up to church, making time for 
prayer, choosing patience, and staying rooted in the life of 
the Church and the youth program.

Have a blessed day,
Steven Thell - Youth Director

Kids Decorating the Kouvouklion 4/10/26

Fr. Peter leading a discussion about Holy Week with our Jr. GOYans 3/31/26

 GOYAns BrightWeek BBQ 4/17/26

RENEWING LORD’S HOME
Newest Update on Renewing Our Lords Home Happy Lent!
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The Parish approved a Capital Plan in 2019 to renew 
the components of our Church and Latto Center 
buildings. We have completed numerous major and 
minor projects in excess of $2 million over the last five 
years through your generous annual stewardship 
commitments and special donations without a Capital 
Fundraising Appeal. As we celebrate the Risen Christ, 
we are again busy planning and executing several 
projects again this year.  Let me know if you have any 
ideas for a project that you would like to sponsor 
john@vranas.com. In the meantime, please continue 
your generous annual stewardship commitments to 
fund these projects.

Newest Updates: 

This year’s masonry restoration and tuckpointing 
project will target the North and South facades of the 
main church building and the East Façade of the Latto 
Center. The plan is to have all elevations of both 
buildings completed by 2028. 

The final phase to restore the entire parking lot will be 
the South lot and the rear driveway will start shortly.

The Playground will receive a new surface, new 
fencing and some new playground equipment and the 
HVAC serving the spaces under the Latto Center gym 
will be replaced.

mailto:john@vranas.com
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GREEK FEST 2026

Want to help with Fest planning and organizing?
Contact Joanne Trahanas, Fest co-chair, at

joannetrahanas@mac.com

Save the Date!

July 25th & 26th
 1:00pm -10:00pm

Volunteer NOW to help during the Fest.
Go to Sign-Up Genius by scanning this OR Code:

SAINTS PETER & PAULMAY  2026
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER
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Church School had a wonderful turnout for Youth Choir on Holy Saturday.  Their voices were angelic!

Please Welcome our new members to your beautiful parish!
Joseph and Antoinette Delutio & Anthony and Penelope Mizzi

OUR LIFE TOGETHER
MAY  2026 SAINTS PETER & PAUL p.13

Kouvouklion Carriers for Friday night Lamentations Service 4/10/26

Bright Week BBQ on 4/17/26 Palm Sunday Luncheon

Newly baptized and chrismated servant of God, Olivia Nardi on 
April 18th. Congratulations to godparent Nouno Nicholas 
Tasiopoulos and parents, Danielle & Philip Nardi!

Holy Saturday Morning Service

Newly Chrismated servant of God Nicholas Peszek on Palm Sunday. 
Sponsor is Christine Cotromanes. Congratulations to all!

On Palm Sunday we recognized Deacon Theodore Saclarides 
for his decades of service to our parish community.

Holy Friday Descent of the Cross Service
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Men’s Annual Dinner 
Saints Peter & Paul’s Annual Men’s Social was a held on Thursday April 16th. Headlining the event was Basile the Comedian. Basile 
delighted the audience of over 100 guests with his comedic stories about growing up Greek and his recent visit to Greece. The amazing 
food for the event was catered by Jameson’s Charhouse of Skokie and held at the DoubleTree Hilton of Skokie.Thanks to the committee for 
organizing Steve Callas, Evan Adams, Frank Bolos, Mike Carrozza, John Livaditis, George P Logothetis Planning is already underway for 
next year’s event.
 
Family Nature Walk
On Saturday, June 6, 2026, please plan to join the Saint Stephen Men’s Group for a nature walk at Independence Grove Forest Preserve in 
Libertyville. We will be led by Tom Anton, our own Naturalist.  The walk is open to all.  https://www.lcfpd.org/ig/ Additional details will be 
emailed to you. We’ll start at 9am and end with lunch at 11:00 AM. There is no cost to attend. Please Register at: link. https://
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfFdK9WeI5-WW4bIrGq959jBK864kf_3e_0z69s4d4C-6g8fQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP AND MORE
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Want to participate in your SSPP community, but not sure where to start? Serve with Coffee Fellowship! Join or create a team and be a 
part of a cherished time after liturgy to connect and strengthen our community. This ministry is an ideal way to “dip a toe” in an SSPP 
activity while also meeting and greeting our parish community. We currently have several teams in rotation to support a host or assist when 
one isn’t scheduled; We aim to increase that number, so reach out to family and friends…. or both… and jump in! Teams of 4 work well 
and no experience necessary – just a heart for fellowship and connection.
 
We’re also SEEKING HOSTS! Coffee Fellowship after Divine Liturgy doesn’t just serve the purpose of filling rumbly bellies and satisfying 
caffeine withdrawal symptoms. It’s a ministry that helps to build a community of friends and family, and provides opportunities to connect 
with your church family – the same people who can love and support you throughout your spiritual journey. This important ministry is also a 
wonderful way to commemorate an anniversary, birthday, family milestone, or memorial. It’s a minimal time commitment that goes a long 
way in expressing appreciation and gratitude.  Dates available beginning Sunday, May 24, and throughout spring and summer.
 
For more information on hosting or joining/starting a Coffee Fellowship team, contact Carolyn Kolbaba at fellowship@ssppglenview.org

Coffee Fellowship

The 2026 Junior Olympics are almost here and will be held over Memorial Day Weekend, May 22nd-May 24th. Please register your child 
through the following link  https://bit.ly/SSPP2026JuniorOlympics  to confirm their participation in this year's event. Please reach out to 
either Steven Conway or Chris Batrich with any questions, or if you would like to coach one of the teams. Best of luck to all the athletes this 
year. Steven (saconway82@gmail.com), Chris B (cbatrich2@gmail.com), SSPP Co-Athletic Directors.

Junior Olympics

Please join us for our last 2 Coffee Connection sessions in the youth room as we conclude our discussion on our theme:  “The Creed: Why 
Does it Still Matter 1700 years Later?” May 3rd:   We will discuss  “I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins”  by asking the 
questions: What does it mean to “confess one baptism”?  and Why only one? What is the difference in meaning between “remission of sins” 
and “forgiveness of sins”? May 10th: We will discuss “I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the age to come.”  by asking:  How 
is “age” different from “world” or “kingdom to come”?

Coffee Connection

Please support our Greek school and register your children in our Greek School Program. Pre-registration for 2026 - 2027 school year is now in 
progress. Our students learn how to read, write and speak the Greek language. We put emphasis on Conversation knowing that this is what 
our students need the most. They also learn about the Greek history, civilization, art, literature, traditions, dance, music which makes them feel 
proud of their heritage so rich in every aspect. They engage in hands on activities and creative programs which makes learning a fun 
experience in a child centered, child friendly, safe church environment. A deduction will apply towards the tuition if registered by June 1 st . 
For more information please contact: Stella Theoharopoulos at: (847) 529 - 5899 or theostell@aol.com

SCHOOL HOURS
Monday: Preschool /Kindergarten / 1 st to 6 th grade 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Saturday Preschool 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Saturday Kindergarten / 1 st to 6 th grade 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Greek School

Summer Sunday Liturgy early start (9:00am) begins June 7 and continues through August 30th. Hopefully, this will help everyone start the day 
earlier worshipping God and allow more daytime to enjoy the beautiful summer weather. In a similar spirit, there will be no Saturday Vespers 
during the summer (June, July and August).  

Sunday Summer Liturgy Hours and No Saturday Vespers

https://www.lcfpd.org/ig/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfFdK9WeI5-WW4bIrGq959jBK864kf_3e_0z69s4d4C-6g8fQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfFdK9WeI5-WW4bIrGq959jBK864kf_3e_0z69s4d4C-6g8fQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfFdK9WeI5-WW4bIrGq959jBK864kf_3e_0z69s4d4C-6g8fQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor
mailto:fellowship@ssppglenview.org
https://bit.ly/SSPP2026JuniorOlympics
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2026 PLEDGERS
Cynthia & Kerry Abbott
Scott & Athena Abbott
Elias & Jeannette Abou Mourad
Christopher Adams
Evan & Anne Marie Adams
Evelyn Adams
John D. Adinamis
Vanessa Adinamis
George & Lori Alexander
Gus & Daphne Alexander
Frank & Penny Alexis
Greg & Kim Alexopoulos
Pola Alexopoulos
Nicholas & Marcie Alexos
Mary Alukos
Zach Alukos
Gregory & Penny Amarantos
Susanne Amarantos
Constance Anagnost
Angie Anast
Keith & Randa Anderson
Frank & Magdelene Andreou
Fr. Richard & Presb. Jane Andrews
Teddy & Anna Andrews
William & Kimberly Angelos
Vickie Anton
Louis & Alexandra Apostol
Sophia App
James & Amy Aralis
Tom & Georgia Aralis
Linda Argeros
Joantha Argoudelis
Steven & Laura Assimos
Leon & Eleni Athas
Irene Athens
Christ & Tina Atsaves
Constantine & Marina Avdalas
Nancy Barkulis-Gianaras
Helen Basis
Maria & John Bausch
Perry & Patrice Bazianos
Zachary & Petroula Bazianos
Margo & James Benz
Brian & Koula Berlin
Scott & Elizabeth Betzelos
Ariana Bien & Peter David Allard
Sofia Bien
Diane Blanas
John & Roberta Blaseos
George & Theadora Bokios
Cookie Boswell
Anastasia Boucouras
Michael & Dina Bratta
Timothy Bullard
George Burbules & Julia Finnegan
Carol Burke

2026 PLEDGERS
Thank you to everyone who has made a pledge donation for 2026 to support our parish and our ministries. Working 
together, we strive to fulfill our mission "Connecting with God and Each Other" Thank you again! Glory to God.

* A pledge is recognized as a commitment to give stewardship and/or actual giving when the total amount is gifted in advance 
or early in the current year. Those who commit through a weekly, monthly, or quarterly donation are also recognized.
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Elaine Buscaglia
John & Augusta Buscemi
Heather Butz
Sia Callas
Steve & Carrie Callas
Betty Cardis
Elaine & Michael Carrozza
Maria Chakos
Susanne Chakos
Ann Chang
George & Anastasia Chiampas
Robert & Susan Choporis
John & Evalynn Christie
Peter G. Christopoulos
Regan & Nikos Christopoulos
Dr. Stavros & Demetra Christos
Jeffery & Hellena Chrones, Sr.
John & Mary Cocalas
Stavroula & Hugh Colburn
George & Minou Colis
John & Carrie Colis
Dr. Aristides & Selma Contos
Peter & Maria Contos
Peter & Anastasia Coorlas
James Corcoran & Kayla
Peter & Jane Corcoran
Thomas Corcoran
Angelo & Maria Costas
Vivian Courialis
Paul & Sylvia Creatura
Dr. George & Joan Cromydas
George & Jaime Crosby
Valerie & Martin Crowley
James & Deborah Dades
Katherine Damisch
Patty Damisch
Stathy & William Darcy
John & Christine Dedes
Peter Dedes & Lea Bilitsis
Dimitra Defotis
Alexandra & Athanasios Delis
Dr. Lee Dennis
Brad & Doreen DeSent
Jane & Jeff Devine
Tinos & Chrissoula Diamantatos
William & Pauline DiClementi
Matthew Domer
Alexis & Matthew Douglas
Dr. Stavros & Eva Douvas
Ann & Keith Dronen
George & Lucia Economos
George J. Economos
Chris & Diane Economy
Guy Edelman
Mitchell & Helen Edlund
James & Delores Elliott

Demetra & Rogers Faden
Goldie Ann Farkonas
Panagiotis & Demetra Flevaris
Michael & Valerie Foradas
Maria Fournier
Helen & Joseph Franz
Richard & Margarita Freidag
Gus & Soteria Frentzos
Esther Gabrielides
Joanna & Greg Gala
Themis & Teddi Galanis
Andrew & Maria Gall
Virginia & Paul Ganvik
Gerald & Toula Garbis
Alec & Meghan Gatziolis
George & Laureen George
Charles & Denise Georgis
David & Rita Ghanayem
Nick & Evelyn Giannakakis
George Gjermano &  Efie Vainikos
Anastasia & Gilbert Gonzalez
Scott & Maria Gordon
James & Anastasia Gottreich
Mary Gouris
Alex H. Grayes
Dean & Donna Gregory
Peter & Paula Guletsky
Megan & Nolan Hanson
James & Annamarie Hendrickx
Cheri Hess
Maren & Benjamin Hilgendorf
Michael & Kathy Hilicki
Robert & Adrienne Hirsch
Patricia & Marco Iannessa
Matina & Grant Ingallinera
Mary Jimenez
Dean Johnsen
Krystina & Denis Jovic
Mike & Terrie Jurichko
Gail Kachoyeanos
Cary & Maria Kalant
Demetra Kallens
George & Cathleen Kanellos
James & Rosa Kanellos
Panagiotis Kaparos
Bess Kapetan
James & Julia Karagianis
Constantine Karagiannis
George Karagiannis
Andrew Karamitos
George & Sandra Karas
Christ & Alexandria Kardasis
George T. Karkazis
Harry & Alexa Karkazis
Myrsini Karkazis
Dean & Tina Katsamakis

George & Katherine Katsoyannis
Thomas & Mary Katsules
Anastasia & Robert Kelly
James & Joanna Kendall
John & Angela Kiriklakis
Peter & Patricia Kladis
Christopher & Erin Kobiljak
Joe & Carolyn Kolbaba
James Kolovos & Anne Miller
Louie & Jamie Kontzias
Peter & Clara Kopsian
George & Caryn Kopsias
James & Ariadne Kopsias
Marianthi Koritsaris
George Korompilas
Lewis & Debbie Korompilas
Michael & Susan Kosmidis
Dina Koudounis
Mark & Karen Koulogeorge
Steve & Phaedra Koulogeorge
Constantine & Angela Kritikos
Deborah & Gregory Kunkel
Jonathan Lambros
Beth & Bo LaMotte
Helene & Jeffrey Lanaghan
Mary Ann Langas
Peter A. & Tammy Langas
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2026 PLEDGERS
Thank you to everyone who has made a pledge donation for 2026 to support our parish and our ministries. Working 
together, we strive to fulfill our mission "Connecting with God and Each Other" Thank you again! Glory to God.

* A pledge is recognized as a commitment to give stewardship and/or actual giving when the total amount is gifted in advance 
or early in the current year. Those who commit through a weekly, monthly, or quarterly donation are also recognized.
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Dear Church Family,
 
Christos Anesti! In this season of joy 
and gratitude, I want to thank each of 
you for your generous support of 
Philoptochos throughout the year. 
Your kindness, participation, and 
commitment allow us to carry out our 
mission and make a meaningful 
difference within our parish and the 
broader community.
 
We are always open to your ideas, 
suggestions, and ways we can better 
serve. Your input is invaluable as we 
continue to grow, evolve, and 
respond to the needs around us. 
Thank you for being such an 
important part of this work. Together, 
we can accomplish so much.
 
With appreciation and warm regards.
Julie Anastos 
Philoptochos President

A Letter from Our President! This Month Highlights
Palm Sunday Luncheon & Bake Sale

What a joyous Palm Sunday we celebrated! Our community came together as 
a family at the start of Holy Week by supporting our Annual Palm Sunday Bake 
Sale and our Second Annual (sold out!) Palm Sunday Luncheon. Thank you, 
parishioners, for volunteering your time, purchasing our sweets, attending the 
events, and donating to these causes. And thank you Fountain Blue for your 
generous luncheon sponsorship. We couldn’t have done it without you! 

The Bake Sale is a major fundraiser for us that supports our many philanthropic 
projects. A portion of the proceeds is always donated to our many 
philanthropic efforts. Kudos to Nancie Poulos, Debbie Kunkel, and Anastasia 
Gonzalez, who worked for months in preparation by baking thousands of 
mouthwatering Koulourakia, Kourambiethes, Paximathia, Baklava, 
Spanakopites, and Tiropites; to Gayle Stellas, for heading up the baking of 
Melomakarona; to Eleni Soukoulis, who led the Tsourkekia-baking effort; to all 
those who helped bake, package and sell our pastries; and to Georgene 
Shanley, whose creativity and coordination brought us the adorable Easter 
baskets.
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Over 200 meals were served! The beautiful Adams and Angelos families were among those who enjoyed. 
(from left: Bill Angelos, Evelyn Adams, Nicole Adams, Kim Adams-Angelos, Anne Marie Adams, Evan Adams)

A huge thank you to Diane Economy and Dena Pavlopoulos for chairing the Palm Sunday Luncheon. 
(from left: Julie Anastos, Patty Damisch, Diane Economy, Patrice Bazianos, and Dena Pavlopoulos)

Thank you, Georgene Shanley! From Easter 
Baskets to Easter flowers, to helping with the 
Palm Sunday luncheon and so much more, 
we appreciate all you do.

Assistant Sunday School teacher Stella Kiser and husband 
Lee enjoyed the beautiful tulip centerpieces and table 
appetizers before the bacalao brunch!

The Fellowship Hall never looked so festive with activities for 
the kids. Alethea Mazarakis Chiapuris couldn’t get enough!

On Holy Wednesday, the bakery sold outside and had 
these cuties as customers. The cookies were frosted 
crosses with sprinkles on them, handmade by Kathy Lukos. 
Thank you, Kathy!

Senior Ministry Pascha Deliveries

The Philoptochos Senior Visit Ministry made Pascha deliveries to 
approximately 50 seniors in our parish community. Spending time 
with them and listening to their stories is truly a blessing. Sincere 
thanks to Maria Selliss and Debbie Kunkel for preparing the 
baskets that were so deeply appreciated. 

From left: 102 years young, Angie Anast and 100 
years young Better Cardis were visited by Carrie 
Colis and her grandchildren, Jonah and Mara Kallis.

Carrie Colis also brought a smile to Gus Mazarakis. 
This Easter Gus (celebrating his 101st birthday this 
month) wasn’t well enough to attend Easter 
festivities outside of his home, so he was thrilled for 
visitors like Carrie!

Easter Party @ Lawrence Hall
Our chapter hosted an Easter party 
with the boys at Lawrence Hall, and 
they had a great time!  These are the 
Easter baskets, and because we aren’t 
supposed to have our children’s 
pictures public, we took a back shot of 
them with their bunny ears on. Thanks 
to all who helped make it so special! 
We are tentatively planning another 
breakfast on Saturday May 30 and a 
possible outing in June. More info to 
come!

April Meeting & Art Appraisal Program

Pictured left: Event chair Annette Vranas, International Art Appraiser Elizabeth 
Anastos Holmes, and Philoptochos President Julie Anastos. The April 21st 
General Meeting & Program was informative and fun for all who attended!

Julie Anastos represented the SSPP Philoptochos at the Metropolitan-Wide 
Feed the Hungry program at Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church on April 
21. 150 people were fed that day. Thank you, Julie!

Feed The Hungry at Annunciation Church
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Each month we highlight one of our charity 
recipients. This month’s spotlight is:

I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r t h o d o x 
Christian Charities (IOCC) – 
Baltimore, MD

International Orthodox Christian 
Charities (IOCC)  embodies Orthodox 
Christian love in action, serving vulnerable 
communities around the world through 
emergency relief, development programs, and 
compassionate care. IOCC’s impact is truly 
global: in 2024, it served more than 1.1 million 
people worldwide, and since its founding has 
delivered more than $858 million in aid in over 
60 countries. We are especially proud that one 
of our own Philoptochos members, Kim 
Adams-Angelos, serves on the IOCC Board 
of Directors.  IOCC’s 34th Annual Grand 
Banquet will be held on May 7, 2026, at 
Empress Banquets in Addison, Illinois at 
6pm. Please visit IOCC’s website for details. 
We encourage all who are able, to attend and 
support this beautiful and vital work. 

Save these Dates!

Friday, May 1 – Spring Fundraiser “A Night to Amaze”
Tuesday, May 19 – Philoptochos General Meeting – Budget and Program
Sunday, June 28 – SSPP Vespers – Philoptochos hosts coffee hour
Monday, June 29 – SSPP Feast Day – Philoptochos & Parish Council host lunch after service
Tuesday, June 30 thru Thursday, July 2 – National Clergy Laity in Cleveland, OH
Saturday, July 25 & Sunday, July 26 – SSPP Greek Fest 2026
 
*Unless otherwise specified, events will take place at SSPP

Charity Spotlight 
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Upcoming Events
General Meeting, Budget & Program 
– Tuesday, May 19th

CATCH INTERNET and FINANCIAL SCAMS! Join us 
and learn how to post scams, stop fraud, and stay one 
step ahead! Look for the flyer in your email for more 
details!

Recognize common phone, email, and online scams, 
Protect your personal and financial information and 
Prevent identity theft and fraud. Know what to do if you 
are targeted. 
 
6:00pm         Social and Refreshments
6:30pm         General Meeting
7:00pm         Presentation Carly Gaba, Sergeant, Glenview Police Dept.
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